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India holds “2+2’ Ministerial d

5
.

PIONEER NEWS SERVICE @
NEW DELHI

Ind.ia and the US on Friday took
stock of thelr stromg defence here
during bilateral uﬁks between
Defence Minister Rajnath Singh and
his counterpart Lloyd Austin. ]J:
said the two countries will co-

duce an infantry combat vehicle as
purt of defence Industrial coopera-

tiom.

Giving details of the talks, defence
ministry offictals said the two
Ministers comprehensively discusied
a wide range of defence and strate-
i e, s focus
wn enhancing defence industrial
cooperation and getting the defence
industeies from both. sides together

to-cooperatively co-developand co-
produce defence systems.

The Ministers explored ways and
meuns 1o advance their defence
technology cooperation with joint
research in ‘critical areas. They
reviewed the progress of the India-
US Defence H‘Jdusmni kﬂm
INDUS-X, which was faun: in
June this year and aims o expird the
srategic technology {!.Iﬂlh!l!hll’\ and
defence industrial cooperation
between the governments, busi-

nesses and academie institutions of
Indis and US.

Secretary Austin welcomed India’s
decision to cevate to full member-
ship of the Combined Maritime
Forces, a multilateral construct head-
duartered n Bahrain.

Parliament panel reports on Bills
to replace criminal laws submitted

PIONEER NEWS SERVICE m
WEW DELHI

Repurts on the three Bills
which seek to replace the
ertminal and procedural laws

were submitted to Rajva Sahha
chairman Jagdeep Dhankhar
on Friday.

The Vice Prestdent’s Secretarial
Informed that chaitrman of the
Standing Commitiee on Honie
Brij Lal called on Dhankhar in
Parliament und handed over
the thrée reports,

Soon after Home Minlster
Amit Shah had introduced the
Hharatiya Myoya Sanhita, the
Bharatiys Pfaf,al:j: Suraksha
Sanhita and the Bharatiya
Sakshya Bills in Lok Sabha in
August, he had urged the
Speaker to refer the measures
ta the standing committes for

exarmine the bilks which seek to
replace the Indian Penal Code,
CrPC and the Evidence Act.
‘The three laws form the back-
bone of Indian criminal
furlsprudence,

FEarlier this month, the parlia-
mentary panel had adopted the
three reports offering o dlew of
amendments but sticking to

threadbare examinotion.

Shah had described the current
set of laws guiding the crimi-
nal jurisprudence asa colonial
I-\:gac{; a reference o their
British Ra provenance, and
asserted that they focussed on
punishment while the pro-

thelr Hindl names, with near-
by 10 opposition members sub-
mitting dissent notes.

The committee has: recom-
mended taking a maore strin

gent view of deaths caused by
negligence amid criticism that
the current statute is too

posed lows give primacy tojes:  fenient,

thee. The commitee has also pro-
The standing commitiee on sed 4 reduction in sentence
Home, which comes un oty deterring
the Rajya Sabha secrefariat, public servant from discharg-
was given three months to  ing their duties,

World gets its first
chikungunya vaccine Ixchiq

PIOMEER NEWS SERVICE m NEW DELHI

The witdd has got the fist chikungunya vie-
<ing;, known as Ixchig which has been
approved by the US Food and Drug
Administration (FDA) for individuals 18
yemrs af age and older who are al increased risk
of exposure to mosquito-borne virus,
Valneva Austria GmbH, a biotechnology
company in Vienna, Austria is the manafac-
turer of the vaccine,

Containing o live, weakened version of the
chikungunys-causing viens, Txchiqg is admin-
istered as a single dose by injection into the
muscle and may cause symptoms in- the
recipient similar to those experienced by peo-
pli having the viral disease, the FDA said in
& statement,

“Infection with chikungunyn vires can lead to

severe disease and prolonged health problems,
particulardy for older adults and indeviduals
with underlying meédical conditions.” said
Peter Marks, director of the FDA's Center for
Biologics Evaluation and Research.
“Today’s approval addresses an unmet med-
ical meed and is an important advancement in
the prevention of a potentially dehilllnung diy-
ease with limited treatment options” said
Marks.
The effectiveness of the vaccine was deter-
mined theough o clinical stuady in individu-
als 18 years of age-and older in the US, the
& statement said,
The level of antibody generated in the 266 vac-
wimated participants was “bused on a level
shown to be protective in non-human pri-
mates that had recgived blood from people
who had been vaccinated”, it said.

Be in sync with technological
advancements, adopt modemn
practices: Army Chief to MES

PIONEER NEWS SERVICEm
NEW DELH

Army Chief General Manoj
Pande has wrged the
Military Engineer Services
(MES) ta ﬂlgﬂ\'lillr tis he in
sync with the technological
advancements happening in
the industry and adopt mod-
ert construction methods.

He sid this in his address at
a two-day englneer conclave
on Infrastructure  develop-
ment and e held on

tion agt:ner_u Including emerg-

November 8 and 9 at the
Munekshaw Centre at Delhi
,anmnment it \\"15 learnl

Pande

ing tec gies like 30 con-
struction, precast methods,
cold climate concreting,
underground  storage,
ion fools, net zero

of ahout 550 efficials from the
Army. Navy, Air Force and
Coast Guard, MES, and rep-
resentatives from the con-
struction industry, scademis
and research organisations,
lh:ruld.

Delivering the keynote
address, the Army chief urged
the MES to endeavour o he
“in syne with the technolog-
ical advancements” happen-
ng in the industry and adopl
modern practices as a norm':
He highlighted certain fun-
damental 1ssues that need to
e addressed by the MES, Tike
knowledge sharing, through

buildings, green norms and
contract management,
The speakers included indus-
try experts on varlous sub-
Jects, pioneers in green norms
o-thermal topics, indus-
llysﬁllgaluh. contract man-
agers, and sublect experts,
saurces sald,
Enginger-in-Chief, Lt General
Arvind Walia while delivering
the welcome address, reiter-
ated the wational mood in
developing infrastructure and
the role of the MES in nation=
building, being one of the
largest consiroction agencies
In the country,

nation 04

Rajnath symbolically handed over to
Secretary Austin some items recoy-
ered in Assam as part of the US
Brefence POW MIA  Accounting
Agency Mission, The items include
partsof parachate, uniform and afr-
tane of the US forces from the
World War Il-cra. The Ministers,
hefore concluding, drew up arn
i for future foint work for their
tewns, Tulking (o reporters after the
“2+2" defence and foreign minister-
ial dislogue, Austin said, “We are
working together to co-produce an
armoured vehicle and that is
ext ant”
T question, he said the talks cov-
ered g wide range of issues including
the ristng security challenges from
Ching. At the same time, he sald the

ialogue with US

US-Tndia refationship §s mot just
based on challenges that China rep-
resents but it is based on shared val-
ues between the two countries.
Askid about the progect under which
Indta will procure 31 MQ-9B drones
from the U5, Awitin said it will be
announced at the right time,
Officials in the government are
doing everything possible to make
sure that India gets that capability as
quickly as possible, he said.
Wemsl.eppmgur US-India defernoe
activities i multiple donmuing —

from space to under sea, Austin sid,
Mtxngmgmi\man major devel-
ents in Indo-Pacific region,

Middle East and Ukraine, he said,
Aw:msudd the LIS India couperation
Is stronger than ever.

Ramp up healthcare preparations

to deal with pollution-triggered
patient rush: Centre to 4 States

FIONEER NEWS SERVICE m
NEW DELHI

A;“M soaring Itvr!s of ol
iy in the national Capital,
the Union Health Ministry has
issued @ comprehensive advi-
sory asking Delhi and its oeigh-

India, Bangladesh
Navies exercise
ends on Friday
after three days

PIONEER NEWS SERVICE m
NEW DELHI

he 4th edition of bilater-
ul exercise between Indian
Navy and Bangladesh Navy,

bourlng Stetes to strengthen
the healthcare system 1o deal
with any rush of patients trig-
gered by poor air quniity that
may worsen in the upcoming
festive season,

Tria letter to the health depart-
ments of Delhi, Haryana,
Punjab, Uttar Pradesh and
Rajusthan this week, Birector
Getieral of Health Services
(DMGHS) Atul Goel alio asked
schools und students o take
proactive measures to combat
the escalating pollution crisis
Including promoting blc;-dz
usage among higher-grade sou-
dents. Ensuring praper venti-
lation in cl 1 advo.

transport for school commut-
Jnﬁ. Additlonally, it encourages
schools 1o promote bicycle
usage amaong higher-grade stu-
dents.
Ensuring proper ventilation in
classrooms and advecating for
'wet mopping' of Aoors ane
amon the other measures sug-
gested o enhance indoor air
quality,
Union Health Secretary
Sudhansh Pant has called for
henslve district and

cating for “wet mopping M‘
floairs are among the other
measures suggested to enhance
indoor air quality, said the let-

ter

Goel rerminded that alr pollu-
tion not only sccounts for
acute ilinesses but also precip-
itates exacerbation of chronic
illnesses of -respivatory, ir-
diovascutar and cerebrovusco-

engagement with other gov-
ernment departments and
external agencies, exploring
modern project management
methods 1o minimise time
cost overrun and improve
quality of construction with
technology infusion, the
SONFCEs S

Speakers from various flelds

spoke on pertinent construc-  said.

He elahorated on the time-
cast-guality paradi
the plans of the MES to opti-
mise the balance between the
three aspects,

The event also marked the
beginning of a series of such
interactions, so as to male the d
arganisation more contem-
porary and effective, they

lar systema, In fact, RMI hos-
and m! in Pelhiand J] hospital in
{;nmbal have already set up
‘pollution’ wards 1o handle
health problems such as asth-
ma, chronic ind ung
disense and dry coughs trig-
toixic mir
n o bid o reduce =mlsoim\s
the advisory the ad
tion of electric cars and public

gty Jevel action plans to com-
batalr pollutko, aligning with
state-level initiatives.

“The consequences are graver
ot valnerable population such
as children, pregnant woanen,
older people, those with pre-
existing Ulnesses, and those
exposed due to their ocoy
tions such us those involved in
traffle. policing and munici-
pality work, etc,,’ Dr Goel sald
and urged the state suthorities
For necessary healtheare pre-
paredness,

This would require increazed
allocation of beds, stock
updates on medicines and
equipment related to case man-
agement, capacity building of
health * workforce, ‘and
enhanced public awareness.

BONGOSAGAR-23, and the
Sth edition of Coordinated
Patrol (CORPAT) by the two
navies was conducted in the
Morthern Bay of Bengal for
three ending Thur&duy offi-

clals sald here on Frida

Giving details of the ‘5rllls
they said ships and aircraft
from both navies undertook
joint patrolling along the
International  Maritime
Boundary Line (IMBL), and
subsequently conducted mar-
itime exercises o enhance

internperability,
Indian Mavy ships Kuothar,
Kiltan and Maritime Patrol

Aircraft (MPA) Dornier par-
ticlpated in the exercise along
with Bangladesh Navy Ships
Abu Bakr, Abu Ubaidah and
MPA.

The ships undertook com-
munication drills, surface
pun-shoots, tactical manoea-
vres and other exercises that
culminated with a steam

past,

The CORPAT-23 also Includ-
#d the maiden Humanitarian
Agsistance and Disaster Relief
(HADR) drills conduocted
between the two navies
wherein a Search and Rescue
scenario at sea was exercised,
Hegular bilateral exercises
and coordinated patrols have
strengthened mutual under-
standing and cooperation
between the two navies.
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causes 1in 3 deaths
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I&B Ministry invites
comments on Broadcasting
Services (Regulation) Bill

PIDNEER NEWS SERVICE W
NEW DELH|

nien  Ministry of

Information and
Brosdcasting on Friday invit-
ed  comments on the
Broadcasting  Services
(Regulation) Bill 2023. The

lir Television Networks
{Regulation) Act of 1995 has
been in effect for three
decades, serving as the pri.
mary legislation overseeing
content on linear broadeast-
ing, including cable networks.
However, the broadeasting

rently governing the broad-
casting sector in the country,
The Bill streamlines regula-
Tory processes, extends its
purview to cover the Over-
the-Top(OTT) content and
digial news, and introduces
cotitemporary definitions and
provisions for emerging tech-
nologies. [t seeks to provide
for Content Evaluation
Committees and a Broadcast
.-\dvilsnry (Elnl‘?‘"d] for self-
regulition, different ram
angt‘]u advertisement fﬁ for

different  Brosdcasting
I‘-’elwnrk Operatars,
Ace thil far

landscape has und sig-
nificant changes in the inter-
im. ‘Technological advance-
ments have introduced new
platforms such as DTH, 10T,
OTT, and various integraced
miodels,

\\’Jrh the d:g:uﬁnrmn of lh:

pﬂmm with disabilities, and
statutory penalties, etc.

The Bill comprises of Six
Chaprers, 48 Sections apd

three Schedules. The key
highlights includes
Consolidstion and
Ned deniiatbn bt 4

clog,
in calile TV, t!wm- s gmwmg
need to streamline the regula-
tory framework. This involves

ensiring ease of doing business
and enhancing adherence W under a single
the P Caode and i .

long standing need of con-
solidating and updating the
regulatory provisions for var-
ious broadcasting services

%cgislmw

Advertisement Code by the
broadcusters and Distribution
Platform Operators:
Recognizing the need for o
more cohesive approach, the
existing fragmented regulato-
v framework is required to be
replaced with a new, compre-
hensive lw,

Minkstey of Information and
Broadcasting, Government af
India has proposed 2 draft
Broadcasting  Services
{Rvﬁulaﬂmn] Rill. 2023, The
draft Bill provides for a con-
solidated framework to regu-
late the broadcasting services
in the country and seeks o
replace the existing Cable
Television Networks
{Regulation) Act, 1995 and
ather Pulicy Guidelines cur-

This move streamlines the
regulatory process, making it
mure efficient and conteni-
porary, It extends its regula-
fory purview o encompass
broadeasting over-the-to
(OTT) content and digital
news and current affairs cur.
rently regulated through IT
Act, 2000 and regulations
made there under,
Another step iz
Contemporary Definitions
and Future-Ready Provisions
o keep page with the evoly-
ing technologles and services,
the bill introduces compre-
hensive definitions for con-
mn vary broadcasting terms
Incorporates provisions
fcvr emerging broadcasting
techmologies,
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